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IN MEMORIAM 
THE ALPINE CLUB OBITUARY Year of 

Election 
Bowden, F. P. • • • • • • I946 
Bozman, E. F. • • • • • • I933 
Finzi, N. S. . ' • • • • • I9I9 

' 

Roberts, A. B. • • • • • • I926 
Spranger, J. A. • • • • • • I9I4 

ERNEST FRANKLIN BOZMAN 

I895- I968 

BozMAN was elected to the Alpine Club in I933, having started climbing 
in I9I9. Educated at Whitgift and Trinity College, Cambridge, he won 
the M. C. in the First World War and it was not until after the close of 
hostilities that he joined the publishing firm of J. M. Dent & Sons, with 
which he was to be connected until his retirement in I966. 

He became editorial director in I 926 and succeeded Ern est Rhys as 
Editor of Everyman's Encyclopaedia. He particularly developed the 
reference books and children's illustrated classics in Dent's works. 

From I9I9 onwards he made a considerable number of hard rock 
climbs in England and Wales, with R. Todhunter; the latter is best 
remembered as being Winthrop Young's companion in I 9 I I on the 
first complete ascent of the Mer de Glace face of the Grepon. (See 
Young's notice of Todhunter in A.J. 38. 295.) 

Bozman was climbing with Todhunter in I926 when the latter was 
killed in the Alps when his threaded rope broke. In I 927 and I 928 
Bozman contented himself with walks in the Auvergne and the V osges, 
but in I 929 he returned to the Alps and continued climbing there for some 
years, as well as visiting Corsica (in I 93 I). 

Bozman was a very quiet and retiring man and was seldom seen at 
_ the Alpine Club. He was responsible for Dent's publication of several 

mountaineering works of interest, in particular Graham Brown's 
Brenva (I944). Another success was W. H. Murray's The Story of 
Everest (I953), Murray being one of the principal mountaineering 
authors for Dents, who had earlier published his notable works,Mountain
eering in Scotland, Undiscovered Scotland and The Scottish Himalayan 
Expedition. The short-lived Alpine Annual was also brought out by 
Dents in Bozman's time a selection of articles from the A.J. of the 
preceding year. 

T.S.B. 

-
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HENRI FAES 

I878- I968. 

DR. HENRI FAES, whose death occurred on January I8 last, was born 
on October I3, I878 at Lausanne and elected an Honorary Member 
of the Alpine Club on December I2, I927. We are indebted to the 
Editor of the Bulletin Mensuel of the Diablerets Section of the S.A.e. 
for the following remarks : 

It was with great distress that we learned of the death, on January 
I8, I968, of a colleague who had enthusiastically devoted his whole 
life to all things concerning mountains. After obtaining his Doctorate 
of Sciences in I902, he devoted more than forty-five years to Swiss 
wine testing stations, and from I 920 until his retirement in I 944 he 
directed the federal wine nurseries at Lausanne and Pully. He joined 
the Diablerets Section of the S.A. C. in I 903, and the group of skiers 
led by P. L. Mercanton in I907. From I9I2-I4 he was President of 
the Section. An excellent· alpinist, he climbed widely in the Alps and 
Jura with his' friends Leuch, W ellauer, Trivelli, Mercanton and, later 
on, Seylaz, who were never afraid to try, guideless, climbs such as the 
Matterhorn and Mont Blanc. He was even thinking of going to the 
Himalaya, before the First World War. 

But it was to skiing that Henri Faes devoted most of his energy, and 
he had a considerable influence in encouraging S.A. C. members in 
this direction at a time when the Club preferred to ignore this new form 
of mountaineering. In I9I7 he wrote, in collaboration with Mercanton, 
his Manuel du Skieur, a very well illustrated book which was most suc
cessful. He opened the Haute Route on ski, despite the poor equipment 
of that time. 

He was elected President of the Central Committee of the S.A.C. 
for the years I926-28, where he worked particularly in the interests of 
skiers. He was elected an Honorary Member of the S.A.e. in I963 and 
continued to take the closest interest in its activities to the end. 

NEVILLE SAMUEL FINZI 

I88I- I968 

FINZI was a very familiar figure in the Alpine Club and will leave many 
friends to regret his death, last April. Despite increasing infirmities, 
he attended Club meetings and dinners until quite recently; in late 
years he had undergone several severe operations, but his toughness 
was remarkable and although he had necessarily abandoned climbing 
a good many years ago, he was notably active still in the garden of his 
home at Cobham. 

Educated at University College School and University College 
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(London) and Hospital, Finzi made his name as a pioneer in X-ray 
therapy and became Director of the X-ray Department at Barts. He 
was author of several learned papers on X-ray treatment (especially 
of cancer) and on ionic medication. He was lV'Iaster of the Society of 
Apothecaries from I 9 5 s-s6. 

He was elected to the Alpine Club in 1919 and served on the Committee 
in 1942. In 1919 he also joined the A.B.M.S.A.C., with whom he was 
to be very closely associated, as an indefatigable attender at climbing 
meets, lectures and dinners, and he was their President from 1946- 48. 
For the Alpine Club he was proposed by G. E. Gask, and seconded by 
H. Roger-Smith, on a qualification starting in 1910, continuing un
broken to (and including) 1914, and a notable return in 1919 one of 
his best seasons. 

Finzi in 1922 made the acquaintance of the well-known St. Niklaus 
guide, Franz J osef Bin er, and this friendship lasted for many seasons. 
Frank Smythe, who had climbed with Finzi one year, thought him 
unsuited to guideless work, and there can be little doubt that he preferred 
to climb in the old style behind guides. But if he left the main executive 
work to his guides, Finzi' s toughness and staying powers were put to 
good use, and he amassed a notable list of ascents. Perhaps the Oberland 
and the Bregaglia should be counted his favourite centres, but he was 
well acquainted with the Valais and the Mont Blanc district, as well 
as less frequented areas. 

I 92 3 was a particularly good year for Finzi, his main climbs being 
the Fi.inffingerspitze twice, by different routes; the Marmolada Si.idwand 
(which he regarded as the finest rock climb he had made); the J ungfrau 
by the Guggi route; and, most noteworthy of all, the first ascent of the 
Ago del Torrone (Cleopatra's Needle) in the Bregaglia, one of his 

. greatest achievements ( A.J. 36. 6o ). 
In 1928 Finzi and Biner visited Norway, but the weather was against 

them. The following year, however, he scored his best-known claim to 
fame; after a repeat of the South face of the Marmolada, and the Order 
by the Marltgrat (North-east ·ridge), a climb he regarded as quite un
justifiable owing to danger from falling rocks; he finally achieved the 
first ascent of the Scheidegg Wetterhorn by the North-west face. On 
this fine climb, Biner led, with Josef Knubel as second guide. (A.J. 42. 
I, and 55, 428). 

Finzi continued climbing year after year; he was back in the Bregaglia 
in 1936 and was struck by lightning on Piz Badile, a matter on which 
he wrote a paper for the A .J. (49· 65). But just as the First War had 
seriously interrupted his start as a mountaineer, so the Second War 
brought his really active climbing in the Alps to an end. Yet he continued 
into his seventies to attend climbing meets of the A.B.M.S.A.C., both 
at Easter on British hills, and in the summer in Switzerland . 

• 
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Apart from climbing, and gardening, Finzi was at one time a very 
keen tennis player, and right up to his last years he was a regular attender 
at Wimbledon. 

Finzi was such a constant figure both in A.C. and in A.B.M.S.A.C. 
circles that it is hard to realise we shall not see him again. The medical 
profession has lost a distinguished figure, and the Alpine Club a popular 
member of long standing. Our sympathy goes to his sisters in their loss. 

DR. CHARLES WARREN writes: 

F. R. CREPIN 
T. s. BLAKENEY 

I feel that I must \Vrite something about N eville Finzi, because I got 
• 

to know him rather vvell over the years and came to have a high regard 
for his character. I can remember defending him from a detractor at 
the A. C. Centenary dinner in Zermatt. I want, therefore, to say 
something informal about him which will leave members of the Club 
with an idea of the character of the man, a part from his considerable 
alpine achievements in his day, which have already been recorded. 

I first came in contact with Neville when I was a student at Bart's, 
where he was then one of our most senior and distinguished con
sultants. At that time he played an active part in the foundation of the 
Bart's Alpine Club. The Club, like all such institutions in a floating 
population, had its ups and downs. But it happened that in our day, 
first under the presidency of George Gask and then of Neville Finzi, 
it was particularly active. But I began to know Neville really well after 
I joined the junior staff of the hospital, and particularly during the 
early war years when I began to climb with him in the Lakes on the 
Alpine Club meets, and thereafter in North Wales. As a relatively 
young man I could not but help noticing that in matters of dress and a 
certain courtliness of behaviour, Neville was old-fashioned. And yet, 
as I got to know him, I was constantly surprised how young he was at 
heart. He seemed to me to be singularly free from prejudice. He 
greatly enjoyed being with young people with whose ideas he always 
remained in sympathy. 

I will remember the occasion on which we arranged to meet at 
Pen-y-Pass, where my then future wife was to join us. Neville knew 
about this and had volunteered to act as her escort from London. 
Dorothy had never met him before and it had been arranged that they 
should foregather at his Club. Not unnaturally she was a little shy of 
this first encounter, but from the moment they met she was put com
pletely at her ease. They travelled to North Wales by the night train 
and as usual had to change at Llandudno Junction where there was a 
wait. By that time they were on such easy terms that she found it no 
embarrassment to borrow a penny from him for an essential purpose. 
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Thereafter the three of us had a delightful holiday in the Welsh hills 
together, and this started a regular series of meetings which only 
became less frequent with the passage of years and my increasing 
professional commitments. 

Neville had an immense knowledge of the Alps. There was hardly 
a district he had not visited in the course of his long and active life. 
He was still climbing to a standard of 'very difficult' in the British 
hills at the age of 65. During his later years, however, outings with 
him were something of a responsibility. But he was so keen that it was 
difficult to leave him behind. One hadn't the heart to do so. 

But perhaps Neville's greatest virtue was that even in old age he 
remained remarkably 'with it'. His physical appearance made me 
think of Cervantes' hero and yet no-one could say that he was 'of 
sorrowful countenance'. But it was his lean build, his beard and his 
courtly demeanour, particularly in the presence of ladies, which made 
me think of him as the Knight of the lVIancha. He was undoubtedly a 
character, and one worthy of a place in the ranks of many such amongst 
our membership. 

. 
When one really got to know him, Neville turned out to be a charming 

and cultured friend who never lost his youthful outlook and enthusiasm 
for life despite increasing years and physica~ disability. Personally I 
shall always remember my long friendship with him with gratitude 
and affection. 

ALEXANDER BRUCE ROBERTS 
• r882-1967 

BRUCE RoBERTS, who died on October rr, 1967, had been elected to 
the Alpine Club in 1926, his proposer being E. E. Roberts, the well
known North Country climber. At the time of his election he was an 
Inspector of Schools under the Board of Education, having earlier been 
a schoolmaster. 

He had climbed in the Lake District and first visited the Alps in 1920. 
Except for r 924, he was out every year to that of his election to the 
Club, though in 1923 he visited the Pyrenees. Not much seems to be 
known of his climbing career, and he had, of course, largely outlived his 
generation of mountaineers. 

JOHN ALFRED SPRANGER 

r889- 1968 

T.S.B. 

IT is probable that few members of the Alpine Club knew Spranger, 
since for much of his life he lived in Italy. He was born at Florence on 
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June 24, I88g, and educated at Malvern and Trinity College, Cambridge 
(2nd class, Mech. Sci. Tripos, I 9 I I). He then went to Milan University 
and got his doctorate in Engineering. 

He served throughout the First World War, being mentioned in 
despatches, and in the Second World War he was in Egypt and Abys
sinia from I939 to I942, when he was demobilised. 

Between the Wars he had been general Secretary and, subsequently, 
Vice-Manager of the Magona Company in Florence, and from I942 to 
I944 he worked with the Technical Inspection Board of the U.K. and 
Canada. 

He returned to Florence in I945 and resumed his life there, but quite 
often came to England. By the British and Foreign Bible Society he 
was made an Honorary Life Governor in recognition of his work in 
collating Greek manuscripts for the third edition of the Greek New 
Testament edited by Professor G. D. Kilpatrick. 

As a mountaineer he commenced in the Alps in I907 and was out every 
year to I 9 I 3, favouring the Valais and the Mont Blanc regions particu
larly. In I9I4 he joined de Filippi's expedition to the Eastern Karakoram, 
doing surveying; he made no special ascents, as he and his porters had 
to carry heavy equipment with them; but they reached over 2o,ooo ft. 
in their work. 

In I923 he was able to return to the Valais, and in I924 he visited 
British Columbia, the Cariboo mountains. A peak first climbed there 
·was later named by the Canadian Survey 'Mount Spranger '. 

After this, Spranger's climbing seems to have been intermittent, 
though the three years I937, I938 and I939 found him in the Mont 
Blanc range once more. 

Spranger was twice married and leaves three daughters, and to them 
we express our sympathy in their loss. 

T.S.B. 

THOMAS MACLAGAN WEDDERBURN 

I9I5-I968 

T. M. WEDDERBURN, who died in January of this year, was elected to 
the Alpine Club in 1946. He was President of the C.U.M.C. from 
I935-36, and had already been climbing both abroad as well as at home. 
His first Alpine visit was in I 934 to the Stubai-Tal; he visited Norway 
in both 1936 and 1939. His best season was in the Savoy Alps in 1938; 
the war naturally put a stop to serious climbing, but in I 940 he managed 
to get some climbs done in Tunisia, while in the Army. 

T.S.B. 
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